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NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political Science Chapter-1 Power Sharing 
 

NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
 
Question 1. 
What are the different forms of power sharing in modern democracies? Give an example of each of these. 
 
Ans: The different forms of power sharing in modern democracies are: 

 Horizontal Division of Power: It is the sharing of power among the different organs of government, for example, 
power sharing by the Executive, the Legislature and the Judiciary. In this type of power sharing arrangement, 
different organs of government, placed at the same level, exercised different powers. Such a separation ensure 
that none of the organs can exercise unlimited power, thereby putting a check on each other. For example, 
judges are appointed by the executive, they can check the functioning of executive or laws made by the 
legislatures. 

 Vertical Division of Power: It is a system of power sharing among governments at different levels. A general 
government for the entire country usually known as federal government and governments at provincial or 
regional levels also known as State Government in India. In India, we refer to it as the Central Government, State 
Governments, Municipality, Gram Panchayat etc. The Constitution lays down the powers of different levels of 
government. 

 Division of Power among different Social Groups: Power can also be shared among different groups which 
differ socially like different religious and linguistic groups. ‘Community Government’ in Belgium is a good 
example of this type of power sharing. The system of reserved constituencies in India is another example. Such 
an arrangement is used to give minority communities space in the government and administration and a fair 
share in power, who otherwise would feel alienated from the government. 

 Division of Power among Political Parties, Pressure Groups and Movements: In contemporary democracies 
such a division takes the form of competition among different parties, which in turn ensure that power does not 
remain in one hand and is shared among different political parties representing different ideologies and social 
groups. Sometimes this kind of sharing is direct when two or more parties form an alliance to contest elections. 

 
 
Question 2. State one prudential reason and one moral reason for power sharing with an example from the Indian 
context. 
 
Ans: 

 Prudential Reason: Power sharing helps in reducing the conflict between various social groups. Hence, power 
sharing is necessary for maintaining social harmony and peace. In India, seats are reserved for the weaker 
sections of society. Example: reservation of seats for scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in jobs and 
government. This allows the weaker sections also to participate in the running of the Government and 
upliftment in the society. 

 Moral Reason: It upholds the spirit of democracy. In a truly democratic setup, the citizens too have a stake in 
governance. In India, the citizens can come together to debate and criticise the policies and decisions of the 
government. This, in turn, puts pressure on the government to rethink its policies and reconsider its decisions. 
People have a say in the government and government is answerable to the people. 
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Question 3. After reading this chapter, three students drew different conclusions. Which of these do you agree with 
and why? Give your reasons in about 50 words. 
Thomman – Power sharing is necessary only in societies which have religious, linguistic or ethnic divisions. 
Mathayi – Power sharing is suitable only for big countries that have regional divisions. 
Ouseph – Every society needs some form of power sharing even if it is small or does not have social divisions. 
 
Ans: Ouseph’s statement is the most logical, and thus, should be agreed on. Every society needs some form of power 
sharing even if it is small or does not have social divisions. A democratic society is one where its members or citizens 
through participation acquire a stake in the system. Power sharing not only prevents conflict between various groups in 
the society but it also generates a sense of belongingness among them to the society.No single community can take a 
decision unilaterally. It is realized that unity of the country is only possible by respecting feelings and interest of different 
communities. Power sharing helps to maintain a balance of power among various institutions and also keep a check on 
how it is exercised. It reduces conflicts between different social groups. Irrespective of the size of a country or the type 
of society, people will be more satisfied where they have a say in the functioning and decision making processes of the 
system. Power sharing is the spirit of democracy. People have the right to be consulted on how they are to be governed. 

 
 
Question 4. The Mayor of Merchtem, a town near Brussels in Belgium, has defended a ban on speaking French in the 
town’s schools. He said that the ban would help all non-Dutch speakers integrate into this Flemish town. Do you think 
that this measure is in keeping with the spirit of Belgium’s power sharing arrangements? Give your reasons in about 
50 words. 
 
Ans: No, This measure is not in keeping with Belgium’s power sharing arrangements. The arrangements seek to maintain 
peace between the French and Dutch-speaking communities. By banning French, the mayor will cause civil unrest. Both 
the languages should be made acceptable in the town’s schools. The unity of a country is possible only by respecting the 
feelings and interests of different communities and regions. Thus bilingual education system will be a better way to 
integrate the people of the town. Such a realisation would result in a mutually acceptable arrangement for sharing 
power. 

 
Question 5. Read the following passage and pick out any one of the prudential reasons for power sharing offered in 
this. 
“We need to give more power to the panchayats to realise the dream of Mahatma Gandhi and the hopes of the makers 
of our Constitution. Panchayati Raj establishes true democracy. It restores power to the only place where power belongs 
in a democracy – in the hands of the people. Giving power to Panchayats is also a way to reduce corruption and increase 
administrative efficiency. When people participate in the planning and implementation of developmental schemes, they 
would naturally exercise greater control over these schemes. This would eliminate the corrupt middlemen. Thus, 
Panchayati Raj will strengthen the foundations of our democracy.” 
Answer: The prudential reason for power sharing offered in this passage is giving power to panchayats is also a way to 
reduce corruption and increase administrative efficiency. Panchayats are at the local level hence deepen democracy in 
our country. Local people have better ideas and knowledge about local problems. They can better understand the 
problems of the people, thus performing better. Introduction of panchayats has made the country more united and 
stronger. It has also made the administration easier. 

 
Question 6. Different arguments are usually put forth in favour of and against power sharing. Identify those which are 
in favour of power sharing and select the answer using the codes given below? Power sharing: 
A. reduces conflict among different communities 
B. decreases the possibility of arbitrariness 
C. delays decision making process 
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D. accommodates diversities 
E. increases instability and divisiveness 
F. promotes people’s participation in government 
G. undermines the unity of a country 

(a) A B D F 

(b) A C E F 

(c) A B D G 

(d) B C D G 

Answer : (a) 

A B D F 

Explanation: In a democracy political power should be distributed among as many citizens as possible. 

 
Question 7. Consider the following statements about power sharing arrangements in Belgium and Sri Lanka. 
A. In Belgium, the Dutch-speaking majority people tried to impose their domination on the minority French-speaking 
community. 
B. In Sri Lanka, the policies of the government sought to ensure the dominance of the Sinhala- speaking majority. 
C. The Tamils in Sri Lanka demanded a federal arrangement of power sharing to protect their culture, language and 
equality of opportunity in education and jobs. 
D. The transformation of Belgium from unitary government to a federal one prevented a possible division of the country 
on linguistic lines. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) A, B, C and D 
(b) A, B and D 
(c) C and D 
(d) B, C and D 
Ans: (d) B, C and D 
Explanation: The democratically elected government adopted a series of majoritarian measures to establish Sinhala 
supremacy. Sri Lankan Tamils felt that none of the major political parties led by Buddhist Sinhala leaders was sensitive to 
their language and culture. 
In Belgium, the leaders have realized that the unity of the country is possible only by respecting the feelings and 
interests of different communities and regions. 

 
Question 8. Match List I (forms of power sharing) with List II (forms of government) and select the correct answer 
using the codes given below in the lists: 

 
List I 

 
List II 

1 Power shared among different organs of government Α. Community government 

2 Power shared among governments at different levels Β. Separation of powers 

3 Power shared by different social groups C. Coalition government 

4 Power shared by two or more political parties D. Federal government 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) D A B C 
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(b) B C D A 

(c) B D A C 

(d) C D A B 

Answer : 

 
1 2 3 4 

(c) B D A C 

 
Question 9. Consider the following two statements on power sharing and select the answer using the codes given 
below: 
A. Power sharing is good for democracy. 
B. It helps to reduce the possibility of conflict between social groups. 
Which of these statements are true and false? 
(a)A is true but B is false 
(b) Both A and B are true 
(c) Both A and B are false 
(d) A is false but B is true 
Answer: (b) Both A and B are true. 
Explanation: There are constitutional and legal arrangements whereby socially weaker sections and women are 
represented in legislatures and administration. 
 

NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political SCience Chapter-2 Federalism 
 

NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
 
Question 1. Locate the following States on a blank outline political map of India: Manipur, Sikkim, Chhattisgarh and 
Goa. 
 
Ans: 
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Question 2.Identify and shade three federal countries (other than India) on a blank outline political map of the world. 
 
Ans: 

 
Explanation:25 countries of the 192 countries in the world have federal political systems. 

 
 
Question 3. Point out one feature in the practice of federalism in India that is similar to and one feature that is 
different from that of Belgium. 
 
Ans: In India, just like in Belgium, the central government has to share its powers with the State governments. 
However, unlike Belgium, India does not have a communist government in addition to the central and the state 
government. India has rural local government popularly known as Panchayati Raj. 

 
Question 4. What is the main difference between a federal form of government and a unitary one? Explain with an 
example. 
Answer: In a federal form of government, the central government shares its powers with the various constituent units 
of the country. Both types of governments are separately answerable to the people. For example, in India, power is 
divided between the Central Government and the various State governments. 
In a unitary form of government, all the power is exercised by only one government. In this, the Central government 
can pass orders to the provincial or the regional government. Under the unitary system, either there is only one level 
of government or sub-units are subordinate to the central government. For example, in Sri Lanka, the national 
government has all the powers. 

 
Question 5. State any two differences between the local government before and after the Constitutional amendment 
in 1992. 
Answer: A major step towards decentralization was taken in 1992. The Constitution was amended to make the third-
tier of democracy more powerful and effective. 

Local governments Before 1992 Local governments After 1992 

Elections were controlled by the state and not held 
regularly. Seats were not reserved in the elected bodies 
for women. 

An independent State Election Commission is responsible to conduct 
panchayat and municipal elections. At least one-third of all the 
positions are reserved for women. 
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Local governments did not have any powers or 
resources of their own. These were directly under the 
control of state governments. 

The State governments are required to share some powers and 
revenue with local government bodies. The nature of sharing varies 
from state to state. 

 
Question 6. Fill in the blanks: 
Since the United States is a ___________________ type of federation, all the constituent States have equal powers 
and States are ______________vis-à-vis the federal government. But India is a _____________________ type of 
federation and some States have more power than others. In India, the ____________ government has more powers. 
Answer: The United States is a coming together type of federation, all the constituent States have equal powers and 
States are strong vis-à-vis the federal government. India, on the other hand, is a holding together type of federation 
and some of the states have more power than others. The Central government in India has more powers. 

 
Question 7. Here are three reactions to the language policy followed in India. 
Give an argument and an example to support any of these positions. 
Sangeeta: The policy of accommodation has strengthened national unity. 
Arman: Language-based States have divided us by making everyone conscious of their language. 
Harish: This policy has only helped to consolidate the dominance of English over all other languages. 
Answer: I fully agree with Sangeeta’s reaction to this. If the policy of accommodation was not followed and states 
were not created on linguistic basis, then there would have been a further partition of India. The formation of 
linguistic states has actually made the country more united and has also made the administration much easier for 
example imposition of Hindi as the national language would have led the South to break away from North and south 
in Tamil Nadu would have become an independent nation. So parliament enacted the Official Language Act of 
1963 which provided for the continued use of English for official purposes along with Hindi, even after 1965. 

 
Question 8. The distinguishing feature of a federal government is: 
(a) National government gives some powers to the provincial governments. 
(b) Power is distributed among the legislature, executive and judiciary. 
(c) Elected officials exercise supreme power in the government. 
(d) Governmental power is divided between different levels of government. 
Answer: (d) Governmental power is divided between the different levels of government. 
Explanation: The levels are the Central Government, the State Government and the Panchayati Raj. 

 
Question 9: A few subjects in various Lists of the Indian Constitution are given here. Group them under the Union, 
State and Concurrent Lists as provided in the table below. 
A.Defence; B. Police; C. Agriculture; D. Education; E. Banking; F. Forests; G. Communications; H. Trade; I. Marriages 

Union List 
 

State List 
 

Concurrent List 
 

Answer : 

Union List Defence, Banking, Communications 

State List Police, Agriculture, Trade 

Concurrent List Education, Forests, Marriages 

Explanation: Union list includes the subjects of national importance. 
State list contains the subjects of state and local importance. 
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Concurrent list includes the subjects of common interests to both the Union Government as well as the State 
Governments. 

 
Question 10. Examine the following pairs that give the level of government in India and the powers of the 
government at that level to make laws on the subjects mentioned against each. Which of the following pairs is not 
correctly matched? 

(a) State government State List 

(b) Central government Union List 

(c) Central and State government Concurrent List 

(d) Local Governments Residuary powers 

Answer : 

(d) Local Governments Residuary powers 

Explanation: Matters which are not included in any of the three lists are known as residuary subjects and the right to 
make laws on these subjects is called residuary power. The central government (the Parliament) has been given rights 
to legislate on these subjects. 

 
Question 11. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

1. Union of India A. Prime Minister 

2. State Β. Sarpanch 

3. Municipal C. Governor 

4. Gram Panchayat D. Mayor 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) D A B C 

(b) B C D A 

(c) A C D B 

(d) C D A B 

Answer : 

 
1 2 3 4 

(c) A C D B 

 
Question 12. Consider the following two statements. 

1. In a federation, the powers of the federal and provincial governments are clearly demarcated. 
2. India is a federation because the powers of the Union and State Governments are specified in the Constitution 

and they have exclusive jurisdiction on their respective subjects. 
3. Sri Lanka is a federation because the country is divided into provinces. 
4. India is no longer a federation because some powers of the States have been devolved to the local 

government bodies. 
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Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) A, B and C 
(b) A, C and D 
(c) A and B only 
(d) B and C only 
Ans : (c) A and B only 
Explanation: All levels of governance will govern the same citizens, but their jurisdiction will be different. This means 
that each level of government will have a specific power to form laws, legislate and execute these laws. Both of the 
governments will have clearly marked jurisdiction. 
 
 

NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political Science Chapter-3 Democracy and 
Diversity 

 
NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
 
Question 1: Discuss three factors that determine the outcomes of politics of social divisions. 
 
Answer: Three factors which determine the outcomes of politics of social divisions: 

 Points of view of people: In a democracy, a people’s point of view is very important in looking at social 
differences. If they look at these differences in context of each other, or they see their identities in terms of 
belonging exclusively to one social group, this point of view is very difficult to adjust in society. But if they pee 
their identity as multiple duty and they perceive it as complementary to national identity, then this type of 
division is not destructive but rather constructive for the society. With this, all the weaker section of the society 
will get representation in our political system. The outcome depends on how people perceive their identities. 

 Role of leaders: Second important factor is the way in which our political leaders raise their demands for the 
different social groups. If the demands are raised in a peaceful manner and by giving preference to demand of 
the other groups, then it will be constructive for the society. But if leaders raise their demands at the cost of the 
other groups, then the society will move towards conflict. It is easier to accommodate demands that are within 
the constitutional framework and are not at the cost of another community. 

 The government’s reaction: Third important factor in this is the reaction of the government towards these 
demands. If the government shares power with all the groups, even with minorities, the social division will be of 
no threat to the country. But if they try to suppress those demands, then it will only lead to disintegration or 
separatism. Such attempts at forced integration often sow the seeds of disintegration. 

In a democracy political expression of social divisions is very normal and can be healthy. Expression of various kinds of 
social divisions in politics often results in their cancelling one another out and thus reducing their intensity. This leads to 
the strengthening of democracy. 

 
 
Question 2: When does a social difference become a social division? 
 
Answer: A social difference becomes a social division when it overlaps with some other social difference. Social 
differences divide similar people from one another. 
For example, Black and whites of USA. The main social difference between them is that they belong to different races. 
But when another set of differences join that set, such as one section is poor and homeless, another section is rich 
and affluent, then it becomes a case of social division and produces the feeling that they both are of different 
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communities. When one kind of social difference becomes more important than the other it becomes a social 
division. 

 
 
Question 3: How do social divisions affect politics? Give two examples. 
 
Answer: In politics, there is competition between political parties. If these political parties use this competition in 
support of some social divisions, it can lead to political divisions. This can lead to conflict, violence or even 
disintegration of a country. 

 One example is of Northern Ireland where religious divisions led to ethnopolitical conflict. Two major sects of 
Christianity: 53% Protestants and 44% Catholics dominate the country. The Catholics wanted Northern Ireland 
to join the Republic of Ireland and the Protestants wanted to remain with the UK. This led to years of violence 
where thousands were killed. Only in 1998, peace returned when the UK government and the Nationalists 
reached a peace treaty and stopped all violence. 

 The second example is of Yugoslavia where the political parties refused to accommodate each other. Each 
ethno- religious group wanted to dominate the other. Result –the disintegration of Yugoslavia into six 
independent countries. Hence politics and social divisions must not be allowed to mix. 

 
 
Question 4: _______ social differences create possibilities for deep social divisions and tensions. _______ social 
differences do not usually lead to conflicts. 
 
Answer: Overlapping social differences create possibilities for deep social divisions and tensions. Cross cutting social 
differences do not usually lead to conflicts. 
Overlapping differences is the mixture of one or more differences caused by one main difference. Situations of this 
kind produce social divisions when one kind of social difference becomes more important than the other and people 
start feeling that they belong to different communities. 
If social differences cross-cut one another, it is difficult to pit one group of people against others. It means that a 
group that share a common interest in one issue are likely to be on different sides on a different issue. 

 
Question 5: In dealing with social divisions which one of the following statements is NOT correct about democracy? 
(a) Due to political competition in a democracy, social divisions get reflected in politics. 
(b) In a democracy, it is possible for communities to voice their grievances in a peaceful manner. 
(c) Democracy is the best way to accommodate social diversity. 
(d) Democracy always leads to the disintegration of society on the basis of social divisions. 
Answer: (d) Democracy always leads to the disintegration of society on the basis of social divisions. 
Explanation: In a democracy, it is only natural that political parties would talk about divisions and make different 
promises to different communities which leads to the disintegration of society. 

 
Question 6: Consider the following three statements. 
A. Social divisions take place when social differences overlap. 
B. It is possible that a person can have multiple identities. 
C. Social divisions exist in only big countries like India. 
Which of the statements is/are correct? 
(a) A, B and C (b) A and B (c) B and C (d) Only C 
Answer : (b) A and B 
Explanation: Social division of one kind or another exist in most countries. It does not matter whether the country is 
small or big. 
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Question 7: Arrange the following statements in a logical sequence and select the right answers by using the code 
given below. 
A. But all political expression of social divisions need not be always dangerous. 
B. Social divisions of one kind or the other exist in most countries. 
C. Parties try to win political support by appealing to social divisions. 
D. Some social differences may result in social divisions. 
(a) D, B, C, A (b) D, B, A, C (c) D, A, C, B (d) A, B, C, D 
Answer : (a) D, B, C, A 

 
Question 8: Among the following, which country suffered disintegration due to political fights on the basis of religious 
and ethnic identities? 
(a) Belgium (b) India (c) Yugoslavia (d) Netherlands 
Answer (c) Yugoslavia 
Explanation: Political competition along religious ending ethnic lines led to the disintegration of Yugoslavia into six 
different countries. 

 
Question 9: Read the following passage from a famous speech by Martin Luther King Jr. in 1963. Which social division 
is he talking about? What are his aspirations and anxieties? Do you see a relationship between this speech and the 
incident in Mexico Olympics mentioned in this chapter? 
“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the colour of 
their skin but by the content of their character. Let freedom ring. And when this happens, and when we allow 
freedom ring—when we let it ring from every village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be 
able to speed up that day when all of God’s children—black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and 
Catholics—will be able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: ‘Free at last! Free at last! 
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!’ I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: ‘We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal’.” 
Answer: There is mention of racial discrimination in the speech of Martin Luther King Jr in the USA. He is referring to 
the segregation policies adopted by the Whites towards the coloured people. He wanted to see a world where there 
was no racial discrimination. he wanted to see that everyone should be treated as equal even if he belongs to one 
religion, caste, race or another. He wanted a world where all the people should be given equal opportunities to 
develop and the economic and social interests of everyone should be respected. This speech and the incident at the 
Mexico Olympics are both parts of the Civil Rights Movement which aimed at abolishing legal racial discrimination 
against the African-American people Led by Martin Luther King Jr, this movement practised non-violent methods of 
civil-disobedience against racially discriminatory laws and practices. 
 

NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political Science Chapter-4 Gender, Religion and 
Caste 

 
NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
 
Question 1. Mention different aspects of life in which women are discriminated or disadvantaged in India. 
 
Answer: In India, women are discriminated and disadvantaged in the following ways: 

 Less education: Girls are provided with less education as compared to boys. Literacy rate in India is 74.04% 
out of which 82.14% are males and 65.46% are females. The percentage of females opting for higher studies is 
very low. They are not provided with an adequate education. 
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 Paid less for same work: Most of the labour done by them is unpaid where they are paid for their work, they 
receive lesser wages than men. In fact, the majority of women do some sort of paid work in addition to 
domestic labour. But their work is not valued and does not get recognition. 

 Wish to have a male child: Due to the preference for the boy child, female feticide is practised in many parts 
of the country. Such sex-selective abortion led to a decline in child sex ratio in the country to merely 919. 

 Exploitation of women: Women in India are exploited on various backgrounds. Urban areas have become 
particularly unsafe for women. The percentage of crimes against women such as harassment, dowry deaths, 
rape, physical or mental abuse, conjugal violence, etc., has risen. 

 
 
Question 2. State different forms of communal politics with one example each. 
 
Answer: Different forms of communal politics: 

 The most common form of communalism is our day to day beliefs or religious ideas. These ideas include the 
belief in the superiority of one religion as compared to another religion, religious prejudices, stereotypes of 
religious communities. 

 The desire to form a majoritarian dominance or a separate state. Separatist leaders and political parties in 
Jammu and Kashmir and Central India are an example of this. 

 The use of religious leaders, sacred symbols, emotional appeal and plain fear in order to bring the followers of 
one religion together in the political arena is the technique applied by many politicians to influence voters 
from the two largest religious communities in the country. 

 In addition to all this, communal politics can take the form of communal violence and riots, like the riots in 
Gujarat in 2002. 

 
 
Question 3. State how caste inequalities are still continuing in India. 
 
Answer: Caste inequality has not disappeared from contemporary India. 

 Endogamy: The meaning of endogamy is to marry within the caste or group and not out of it. They think that 
their caste is superior to others due to which they look at other castes with hatred. In this way, endogamy is a 
factor of inequality based on caste. 

 Untouchability: Untouchability has not ended completely despite constitutional prohibition. 
 Effects of centuries of advantages and disadvantages continue to be felt today. 
 The caste groups that had access to education under the old system have done very well in acquiring modern 

education as well..e.g., Caste continues to be closely linked to economic status. 

 
 
Question 4. State two reasons to say that caste alone cannot determine election results in India. 
 
Answer: Caste alone cannot determine election results in India because: 

 No parliamentary constituency has a clear majority of one single caste – to regard as a vote bank. Every 
candidate or party, therefore, needs to win the trust of the entire community. 

 It’s not certain that people with the same caste or community have the same interests. They may have 
different interests depending on their economic status and social condition. Thus caste cannot be a sole 
factor. 

 Voters may have more than one candidate from their caste while others may not have any candidate from 
their caste. 

 Irrespective of caste, voters consider the performance of the government and popularity of the leaders while 
voting. Hence the ruling party in the sitting MP or MLA frequently lose elections in our country. 

Hence, we can clearly conclude that “caste alone cannot determine election result in India.” 



 

Wisdom education academy www.free-education.in Mob:8750387081 

 
Question 5. What is the status of women’s representation in India’s legislative bodies? 
Answer: When it comes to representation of women in legislative bodies, India is among the bottom group of nations 
in the world. Women’s representation has always been less than 10% in Lok Sabha and 5% in the State Assemblies. 
India is behind the averages of several developing countries of Africa and Latin America. In the government, cabinets 
are largely all-male even when a woman becomes the chief minister or the Prime Minister. 
This problem has been solved by the introduction of Panchayati Raj and making it legally binding to have a fair 
proportion of women in the elected bodies. As one-third of seats i.e. 33% in local government bodies (panchayats and 
municipalities) are reserved for women, there are more than 10 lakh elected women representatives in rural and 
urban local bodies. 

 
Question 6. Mention any two constitutional provisions that make India a secular state. 
Answer: Two constitutional provisions that make India a secular state are: 

 Freedom to practice, profess and propagate the religion of one’s choice. 
 The Constitution states that the government shall not discriminate against any citizen on the basis of his or 

her religion and has laid the foundation of policies to reverse the injustices of the caste system. There is no 
state religion in the country. 

 
Question 7. When we speak of gender divisions, we usually refer to: 
(a) Biological difference between men and women 
(b) Unequal roles assigned by the society to men and women 
(c) Unequal child sex ratio 
(d) Absence of voting rights for women in democracies 
Answer: (b) Unequal roles assigned by the society to men and women 
Explanation: All the work inside the home is done by the woman of the family and men work outside the house, 
participate in public affairs and take decisions for the whole family. 

 
Question 8. In India, seats are reserved for women in 
(a) Lok Sabha 
(b)State legislative assemblies 
(c)Cabinets 
(d)Panchayati Raj bodies 
Answer: (d) Panchayati Raj bodies 
Explanation: One third of seats in local bodies-in panchayats and municipalities -are now reserved for women. 

 
Question 9. Consider the following statements on the meaning of communal politics. Communal politics is based on 
the belief that: 
A. One religion is superior to that of others. 
B. People belonging to different religions can live together happily as equal citizens. 
C. Followers of a particular religion constitute one community. 
D. State power cannot be used to establish the domination of one religious group over others. 
Which of the statements is/are correct? 
(a) A, B, C, and D 
(b) A, B, and D 
(c) A and C 
(d) B and D 
Answer: (c) A and C 
Explanation: Communal politics is based on the idea that religion is the principal basis of social community. 
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Question 10. Which among the following statements about India’s Constitution is wrong? It 
(a) prohibits discrimination on grounds of religion. 
(b) gives official status to one religion. 
(c) provides to all individuals freedom to profess any religion. 
(d) ensure equality of citizens within religious communities. 
Answer: (b) gives official status to one religion. 
Explanation: There is no official religion in the country nor any religion gets any type of preference. 

 
Question 11. Social division based on _________ are peculiar to India. 
Answer: caste 
Explanation: Caste system was based on the exclusion of and discrimination against the ‘outcaste’ groups. 

 
Question 12. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the Lists: 

 
List I 

 
List II 

1 A person who believes in equal rights and opportunities for women and men Α. Communalist 

2 A person who says that religion is the principal basis of community Β. Feminist 

3 A person who thinks that caste is the principal basis of community C. Secularist 

4 A person who does not discriminate others on the basis of religious beliefs D. Casteist 

Options 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) B C A D 

(b) B A D C 

(c) D C A B 

(d) C A B D 

Answer: 

 
1 2 3 4 

(b) B A D C 

 
 

 

NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political Science Chapter-5 Popular Struggles and 
Movements 

 
NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
 
Question 1. In what ways do pressure groups and movements exert influence on politics? 
 
Ans: Pressure groups and movements exert influence on politics in a variety of ways. 
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 They try to gain public support and sympathy for their cause by carrying out information campaigns, organising 
meetings, filing petitions, etc. Most of these groups try to influence the media into giving more attention to 
these groups. 

 They generally call for a strike, a protest march to raise their voice and try to disrupt the government 
programmes. Most of the federation, union take such steps for influencing governmental policies. 

 They also influence decision-making by lobbying. 
 The issues raised by them often influence the policies of political parties. 

 
 
Question 2. Describe the forms of relationship between pressure groups and political parties? 
 
Answer: The relationship between political parties and pressure groups can take different forms. 

 Pressure groups are often formed and led by politicians and political parties or act as extended arms of political 
parties. Most trade unions and student’s organisations in India are either established by or affiliated to one or 
the other major political party. 

 Political parties sometimes grow out of movements. Parties like DMK and AIADMK in Tamil Nadu can be traced 
to a long drawn social reform movement. 

 Many times, the issues raised by pressure groups are taken up by political parties, leading to a change in the 
policies of the parties. 

 On some occasion, the views and ideas of political parties and interests groups are opposite to each other. In 
such a situation, they may stand against each other on a particular issue. 

 
 
Question 3. Explain how the activities of pressure groups are useful in the functioning of a democratic government. 
 
Answer: Pressure groups and movements are necessary for democracy. If everyone in the country gets equal 
opportunity, is considered healthy for the society. Generally, the government falls under pressure of these rich and 
influential people. Putting pressure on the rulers is not an unhealthy activity in a democracy as long as everyone gets 
this opportunity. Pressure groups perform a useful role of countering this undue influence of reminding the government 
of the needs and concerns of ordinary citizens. From this, the government can come to know about the needs of the 
people and can accommodate all of them with conflicting interests. 

 
 
Question 4. What is a pressure group? Give a few examples. 
 
Answer: A pressure group is an organisation which attempts to influence government policies through protests and 
demonstrations. Pressure groups are formed when people with similar opinions get together for similar objectives. They 
do not aim to directly control or share political power. Pressure groups do not look for the power of political office for 
themselves but do seek to influence the decisions made by those who do hold this political power. Examples of pressure 
groups are FEDECOR and BAMCEF. 

 
Question 5. What is the difference between a pressure group and a political party? 
Answer : 

 A pressure group is an organised or an unorganised body that tries to promote its interests.They achieve their 
aims by exerting pressure on the government. Generally, the member of these groups are those people who 
have some common interests. They do not aim to directly control or share political power. 

 Political parties, on the other hand, is an organised body which tries to attain political power of the country by 
contesting the election. They have more than one interests, they have their own ideology. They represent 
various interests and have their own way of achieving their aims. 
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Question 6. Organisations that undertake activities to promote the interests of specific social sections such as 
workers, employees, teachers, and lawyers are called ________ groups. 
Answer: Sectional interest 
Explanation: If one group brings pressure on government to make in its favour, another will bring counter pressure not 
to make policies in the way the first group desires. Their principal concern is well being and betterment of their 
members, not society in general. 

 
Question 7. Which among the following is the special feature that distinguishes a pressure group from a political 
party? 
(a) Parties take political stances, while pressure groups do not bother about political issues. 
(b) Pressure groups are confined to a few people, while parties involve a larger number of people. 
(c) Pressure groups do not seek to get into power, while political parties do. 
(d) Pressure groups do not seek to mobilize people, while parties do. 
Answer : (c) Pressure groups do not seek to get into power, while political parties do. 

 
Question 8. Match List I (organisations and struggles) with List II and select the correct answer using the codes given 
below the lists: 

List 
I  

List 
II  

1 Organisations that seek to promote the interests of a particular section or group Α. Movement 

2 Organisations that seek to promote common interest Β. Political parties 

3 
Struggles launched for the resolution of a social problem with or without an organisational 
structure 

C. 
Sectional interest 
groups 

4 Organisations that mobilize people with a view to win political power D. Public interest groups 

  

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) C D B A 

(b) C D A B 

(c) D C B A 

(d) B C D A 

Answer : 

 
1 2 3 4 

(b) C D A B 

 
Question 9. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: 

List I 
 

List II 
 

1 Pressure group Α. Narmada Bachao Andolan 

2 Long-term movement Β. Asom Gana Parishad 

3 Single issue movement C. Women’s Movement 
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4 Political party D. Fertilizer dealers’ association 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) D C A B 

(b) B A D C 

(c) C D B A 

(d) B D C A 

Answer : 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) D C A B 

 
Question 10. Consider the following statements about pressure groups and parties. 
A. Pressure groups are the organised expression of the interests and views of specific social sections. 
B. Pressure groups take positions on political issues. 
C. All pressure groups are political parties. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) A, B, and C 
(b) A and B 
(c) B and C 
(d) A and C 
Answer : (b) A and B 
Explanation: A pressure group can be described as an organised group that does not put up candidates for election, but 
seeks to influence government policy or legislation. They can also be described as ‘interest groups’, ‘lobby groups’ or 
‘protest groups’ 
 
 

NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political Science Chapter-6 Political Parties 
 

NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
 
Question 1. State the various functions political parties perform in a democracy. 
 
Answer: The various functions political parties perform in a democracy are as follows: 

 Contest election: Candidates are put forward by all political parties to contest in elections. These candidates 
may be chosen by the top leaders or by the members of the party. 

 Put forward policies and programmes: Political parties put forward their policies and programmes for the 
welfare of the people and voters choose those parties whose policy they like the most. 

 Making Laws: Political parties play a major role in making laws for the country. No law can become a bill 
unless a majority of the parties support it. 

 Form the government: Political parties form and run governments. Parties recruit leaders, train them and 
then make them ministers to run the government in the way they want. 
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 Play the role of opposition: Parties that lose election play the role of opposition to the party in power, by 
voicing different views and criticizing the government for its failures or wrong policies. Opposition parties also 
mobilize opposition to the government. 

 Voice public opinion: Political parties voice the public opinion and raise issues to social concern. Parties 
sometimes also launch movements for the resolution of problems faced by people. Often opinions in the 
society crystallize on the lines parties take. 

 Social welfare schemes: Political parties form an important link between the government and the people. It is 
easy for the public to approach their local leader than a government official. The local leader has to listen to 
the public demand, otherwise, he will lose the next election. 

 
 
Question 2. What are the various challenges faced by political parties? 
 
Answer: The various challenges faced by political parties are: 

 Lack of Internal democracy: Every member of the party does not have a chance to take part in the decision-
making process. Power remains in the hands of a few top leaders, who do not consult ordinary members. All 
the major or minor decision are taken by the party head. Ordinary members have no information about the 
internal working of the party. They hardly get a ‘ticket’ in an election. Since one or few leaders exercise 
paramount power in the party, those who disagree with the leadership find it difficult to continue in the 
party. More than loyalty to party principles and policies, personal loyalty to the leader becomes more 
important. 

 Dynastic Succession: The biggest challenge within the political party is the issues of dynastic succession. These 
parties do not have transparent functioning and always try to give an unfair advantage to their family 
members. Hence, a political party remains under the control of one family. This is unfair to the other 
members of the party. This is also bad for democracy since people who do not have adequate experience or 
popular support come to occupy the positions of power. We can take examples of Congress, SP, RJD, DMK, 
etc. 

 Money and Muscle Power: Money is needed to organize demonstrations, public meetings, and speeches to 
publicize the image of the party. Parties choose those candidates who can raise money for the party and win 
elections with their money. Rich people and companies who give funds to the parties tend to have an 
influence on the policies and decisions of the party. Sometimes parties also support criminals candidates 
because they can win elections. 

 The Meaningful choice to others: Most of the political parties have same fundamental and ideological issues. 
Voters do not have a meaningful choice. Even leaders keep changing parties, thus confusing the voter. 

 
 
Question 3. Suggest some reforms to strengthen parties so that they perform their functions well? 
 
Answer: Some reforms to strengthen parties are: 

 A law should be made to regulate the internal affairs of political parties. Amendment was made in the 
constitution to prevent MPs and MLAs from changing parties. If anyone tries to change his/her party then 
he/she will lose their seat. This new law has helped to bring defection down. 

 It should be mandatory for political parties to give a minimum number of tickets (about 1/3rd) to the women 
candidates. Similarly, there should be a quota for women in decision making bodies of the party. 

 There should be state funding of elections. The government should give parties money to support the election 
expenses. This support could be given in the form of petrol, paper, telephone etc. This may reduce the 
influence of money in the election. 

 Supreme court has helped in reducing the influence of criminals and money in elections. It is now mandatory 
for every person contesting the election, to give an affidavit regarding his wealth and criminal cases pending 
against him. The new system has made a lot of information available to the public. 
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Question 4. What is a political party? 
 
Answer: A political party is a group of people who follow an ideology and thus come together to contest elections and 
hold power in the government. They agree on some policies and programmes for the society with a view to promote 
the collective good. 

 
Question 5. What are the characteristics of a political party? 
Answer: Characteristics of a political party are as follows: 

 A political party has members who agree on same policies and programmes for the society keeping in view to 
promote common welfare for the people. 

 It seeks to implement the policies by winning popular support from the people through elections. 
 The presence of a leader makes the difference for the party workers and supporters. 
 It is a group of people who come together to contest elections and hold power in the government. 

 
Question 6. A group of people who come together to contest elections and hold power in the government is called a 
_____________________. 
Answer: Political Party 

 
Question 7. Match List I (organisations and struggles) with List II and select the correct answer using the codes given 
below the lists: 

 
List I 

 
List II 

1 Congress Party Α. National Democratic Alliance 

2 Bharatiya Janata Party Β. State party 

3 Communist Party of India (Marxist) C. United Progressive Alliance 

4 Telugu Desam party D. Left Front 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) C A B D 

(b) C D A B 

(c) C A D B 

Answer : 

 
1 2 3 4 

(c) C A D B 

 
Question 8. Who among the following is the founder of the Bahujan Samaj Party? 
A. Kanshi Ram 
B. Sahu Maharaj 
C. B.R. Ambedkar 
D. JotibaPhule 
Answer: A. Kanshi Ram 
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Explanation: BSP seeks to represent and secure the power for the Bahujan Samaj party which includes the Dalits, 
Adivasis, OBC’s and various religious minorities. 

 
Question 9. What is the guiding philosophy of the Bharatiya Janata Party? 
A. BahujanSamaj 
B. Revolutionary democracy 
C. Integral humanism 
D. Modernity 
Answer: D. Modernity 
Explanation: Wants to build a strong and modern India by drawing inspiration from India’s ancient culture and values. 

 
Question 10. Consider the following statements on parties. 
A. Political parties do not enjoy much trust among the people. 
B. Parties are often rocked by scandals involving top party leaders. 
C. Parties are not necessary to run governments. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
(a) A, B, and C 
(b) A and B 
(c) B and C 
(d) A and C 
Answer: A and B 

 
Question 9. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer using the codes given below the lists: 

List I 
 

List II 
 

1 Pressure group Α. Narmada Bachao Andolan 

2 Long-term movement Β. Asom Gana Parishad 

3 Single issue movement C. Women’s Movement 

4 Political party D. Fertilizer dealers’ association 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) D C A B 

(b) B A D C 

(c) C D B A 

(d) B D C A 

Answer : 

 
1 2 3 4 

(a) D C A B 

 
Question 10. Consider the following statements about pressure groups and parties. 
A. Pressure groups are the organised expression of the interests and views of specific social sections. 
B. Pressure groups take positions on political issues. 
C. All pressure groups are political parties. 
Which of the statements given above are correct? 
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(a) A, B, and C 
(b) A and B 
(c) B and C 
(d) A and C 
Answer : (b) A and B 
Explanation: A pressure group can be described as an organised group that does not put up candidates for election, 
but seeks to influence government policy or legislation. They can also be described as ‘interest groups’, ‘lobby groups’ 
or ‘protest groups’ 
 
 

NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political Science Chapter-7 Outcomes of Democracy 
 

NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
 
Question 1. How does democracy produce an accountable, responsive and legitimate government? 
 
Answer: Accountable: 

 A democracy makes sure that people will have the right to choose their rulers and if these representatives do 
not work according to the people, people have the right to remove them. 

 Whenever possible, citizens should participate in the decision-making process. This is known as transparency. 
 Therefore, the most basic outcome of democracy is that it produces a government that is accountable to citizens 

and is responsive to the needs and expectations of the citizens. 
Legitimate: 

 There is one aspect in which the democratic government is certainly better than its alternatives. 
 Regular elections are a key feature of the democratic government. 
 That is, a democratic government is a legitimate government because it follows procedures and its decisions are 

more acceptable to the people and are more effective. 
 It may be slow, less efficient but it is the people’s own legitimate government. Democratic government is 

people’s own government. That is why there is an overwhelming support for the idea of democracy all over the 
world. 

Responsive: 
 People wish to be ruled by representatives elected by them. 
 They also believe that democracy is suitable for their country and their problems would be attended to because 

the representatives elected by them would definitely fulfil the demands of the people who have elected them. 
 Democracy’s ability to generate its own support is itself an outcome that cannot be ignored. 

 
 
Question 2. What are the conditions under which democracies accommodate social diversities? 
 
Answer: Democracies accommodate social diversities when it is well understood that democracy is not just the rule of 
the majority and that the rule of the majority is not just the rule of a single religious or social community. The majority 
always need to work with the minority so that governments function to represent the general view. Majority and 
minority opinions are not permanent. 
In India, different caste groups, as well as weaker section are given proper representation. They are given reservation in 
government jobs and education. Democracy also ensures that the government is not formed by the majority and has the 
representation of minorities as well. Every citizen should get a chance of being in majority at some point of time. 
In this way, democracy accommodates social diversity as it not only takes the interest of majority but it also takes care 
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of the interests of weaker sections. Ability to handle social differences, divisions and conflicts is thus a definite plus point 
of democratic regimes. 

 
 
Question 3. Give arguments to support or oppose the following assertions: 
i) Industrialized countries can afford democracy but the poor need dictatorship to become rich. 
ii) Democracy can’t reduce inequality of incomes between different citizens. 
iii) The Government in poor countries should spend less on poverty reduction, health, education and spend more on 
industries and infrastructure. 
iv) In a democracy, all citizens have one vote, which means that there is the absence of any domination and conflict. 
 
Answer: (i) Industrialised countries can afford democracy but the poor need dictatorship to become rich. This statement 
is incorrect as it can be seen from the examples of India and Zimbabwe. In 1947, India was included in the Third World 
nations but it is, now, one of the fast-growing economies in the world. On the other hand, Zimbabwe, which was a fairly 
prosperous nation has, now, run into huge international debt with the progression of Robert Mugabe’s regime. 
(ii) This statement is correct. It is rightly said that democracy gives equal opportunity to all the sections of the society. 
That is why it is necessary that there should be less inequality in democracy. But the present day is quite different 
from reality. It is so because in a democracy, we cannot stop anyone from earning more money. Everyone gets equal 
opportunity to earn for themselves. The difference lies in the opportunity that one is earning more and the other less. 
Hence, democracy can’t reduce inequality of incomes between different citizens. 
(iii) Government in poor countries should spend less on poverty reduction, health, education and spend more on 
industries and infrastructure. This is not a wise option as in poor countries, people cannot afford health and education 
services. Besides becoming an assets for the country, people will become burden on their country. 
(iv) In a democracy, all citizens have one vote, which means that there is absence of any domination and conflict. This is 
not true as conflict can be eliminated only in an ideal situation. In real democracies, though every person has one vote, 
there are divisions among the people. In a democracy, inequality, social injustice, social disparity, economic injustice 
prevail in society. Major group of the society will also try to dominate the minority of society. In this type of condition, 
conflicting situation will also prevail in the society. 

 
Question 4. Identify the challenges to democracy in the following descriptions. Also suggest policy/institutional 
mechanism deepen democracy in the given situations: 
(i) Following a High Court directive a temple in Orissa that had separate entry doors for Dalits and Non-Dalits allowed 
entry for all from the same door. 
(ii) A large number of farmers are committing suicide in different states of India. 
(iii) Following allegation of killing of three civilians in Gandhara in a fake encounter by Jammu and Kashmir police, an 
inquiry has been ordered. 
Answer: (i) The challenge to democracy in the first statement is to provide equal status to all its citizens in spite of their 
caste. For this, the central government assures that all the state government should not allow any type of 
untouchability. Untouchability is no more a social practice but a serious offence. If anyone tries to do so then he should 
be given severe punishment under the law of Untouchability Offense Act of 1955. 
(ii) The challenge to democracy in the second instance is providing farmers with subsidies which will help them to earn 
profits and have a satisfactory level of livelihood. Government has brought many schemes to provide the farmers with 
minimum support price so that citizens are safeguarded against such incidences. 
(iii) The challenge to democracy is to preserve the people’s trust in government arms like the police. Due to the delay in 
decisions and actions government has lost its trust with the people, but to improve its position government is being 
more cautious. 

 
Question 5. In the context of democracies, which of the following ideas is correct – democracies have successfully 
eliminated: 
A. conflicts among people 
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B. economic inequalities among people 
C. differences of opinion about how marginalized sections are to be treated 
D. the idea of political inequality 
Answer: D. the idea of political inequality 
Explanation: Democracies are based on political equality. All individuals have equal weight in electing representatives 

 
Question 6. In the context of assessing democracy which among the following is the odd one out. Democracies need 
to ensure: 
A. free and fair elections 
B. dignity of the individual 
C. majority rule 
D. equal treatment before the law 
Answer: C. majority rule 
Explanation: The country is not ruled by the majority but the party who receives majority votes of the people form the 
government. 

 
Question 7. Studies on political and social inequalities in democracy show that 
A. democracy and development go together. 
B. inequalities exist in democracies. 
C. inequalities do not exist under dictatorship. 
D. dictatorship is better than democracy. 
Answer: B. inequalities exist in democracies 
Explanation: Democracies do not appear to be very successful in reducing economic inequalities. The poor constitute a 
large proportion of the voters and no party would like to lose their votes. 
 

NCERT Solutions for Class 10 Political Science Chapter-8 Challenges to 
Democracy 

 
NCERT TEXTBOOK QUESTIONS SOLVED 

 
1.(Write your name here) ________________________ ’s definition of good democracy (not more than 50 words): 
Answer. 
Good democracy should have a political system that chooses and replaces the government through free and fair 
elections. People should actively participate in the policies introduced by the government. There should be a fair 
implementation of all the tenets of the constitution. The fundamental rights provided to the citizens should be adhered 
to and states should focus on the directive principles. In a democracy ‘of the people, by the people and for the people,” 
the people should be given the utmost importance by promoting equality, fraternity and justice. 
Challenges to Democracy Summary 
 
 
Chapter 8 of NCERT Social Science Civics textbook – Democratic Politics-II will address the fundamental questions of 
democratic politics. The discussion on the challenges that democracy faces in our country will take place in the chapter 
and also the reforms that should be taken will be given. The reforms needed to make a democratic country, democratic 
in nature and practise will be suggested. Suggestions about the way in which we can approach the questions of 
challenges and reforms will be given to students. Through this chapter, a student will learn to answer himself/herself 
what democracy means for him/her. 
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The students will also get to know about the following topics: 
 

1. Thinking about challenges 
2. Different contexts, different challenges 
3. Different types of challenges 
4. Thinking about political reforms 
5. Redefining democracy 

 


